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The Contrast 


By W. I. Coburn 


“ FEAST, a banquet, 
And the Lord for Guest! 
Honor of honors! 
Now for the best. 


*¢ Seest thou not, sister, 
The great demand? 
Busy thy foot. 
Busy thy hand. 


‘¢ How dull is she! 
She does not care. 

All this anxiety 
Alone I bear. ”’ 


A feast, a banquet, 

Yes, the Lord doth spread. , 
Mary, hungry soul, 

Eats living bread. 


How earth fades away! 
All is forgot 

Save this heav’nly feast. 
Blessed her lot. 


Martha is all disturbed, 
Burdened, and sad. 
He finds a soul to feed. 

Jesus is glad. 


rm 
One Greater Than Many 


One act of God is worth more than 
many acts of men. For everything that 
God does is righteous and perfect. And 
nothing that man apart from God can do 
is of real value—for man is fallen and 
sinful. Dr. James M. Gray, speaking at 
the Columbia Bible College Conference last 
winter, called attention to a striking con- 
trast in the fifth chapter of Galatians. Paul 
tells us by inspiration: “Walk in the 
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of 
the flesh.” He shows that the flesh and 
the Spirit “are contrary the one to the 
other.” Then he gives a sobering tragic 
Mist of “the works of the flesh.” He names 


seventeen different works, including adul- 
tery, uncleanness, idolatry, hatred, heresies, 
—and after going through the long list 
he explains that it is not complete, for he 
adds, ‘‘and such like.” Then follows that 
wonderful listing and description of “the 
fruit of the Spirit,” which is “love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, self-control.” Dr. Gray 
commented: “The works of the flesh are 
many, The fruit of the Spirit is one.” 
God’s one is as much greater than man’s 
many as God is greater than man. Another 
blessed contrast is that man’s many sins 
will come to an end, while God’s one mar- 
velous fruit is eternal. Best of all, any 
and every man who will, may have the 
works of his flesh ended today, and receive 
God’s one glorious Spirit-fruit as the char- 


acteristic of his own life today, continually, 
and forever. 
a— 


Death and Decay Defeated 


It has been said that we begin to die 
as soon as we are born. “The wages of 
sin is death,” and, since Adam’s fall, all 
humans are born sinners. Left to ourselves 
the prospect would be a tragic one. But 
the Gospel is the good news that God has 
not left us to ourselves. His Son took 
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the wages of sin into himself, and gaied, 
that all who believe might live. So God 
provides life instead of death, renewal in- 
stead of decay, if we will but receive this 
gift from him by faith—given to us in 
Christ as our Saviour, Lord, and life. As 
decay and death are continually working, 
so life and renewal continually work when 
we are in God’s will. We are told to 
“put off . . . the old man, which is cor- 
rupt,” and to “be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind” (Eph. 4:22, 23). A writer 
in the Keswick Calendar notes that the 
“spirit of the mind” must not only be re- 
generate, but continually renewed, “The 
word is in the present tense: seemingly it 
suggests the idea of continual, daily, may 
we not say, moment by moment (because 
progressive) renewal? Moule says, ‘A holy 
process of new development, the bright 
antithesis to the process of decay now 
arrested and reversed. And a ‘process’ 
is something continuous.” The truly Chris- 
tian life is the experience of death and 
decay defeated, so far as our spirit is con- 
cerned, because God’s own life is con- 
tinually working and manifesting itself in 
us. Thus to be “renewed” moment by 
moment is to have all things continually 
made new. This continual renewal, by the 
indwelling Christ and the indwelling Holy 
Spirit, is life indeed! 


Making Highways in the Desert 


66 OMETHING HAPPENED” is the 
intriguing title of one of the finest 
missionary books of our time. The 

“something” was the providential turn that 

things took in the face of disaster, acci- 

dent, or need. The objects of this “in-the- 
nick-of-time” care was a group of three 
brave women whose experiences make 
those of musketeers seem insipid. It is 

a story that has to do with deserts and 

wars, with hermits, nomads, and Moslems, 

with danger and perennial discomfort. 
They were members of the China Inland 
Mission, English, with the native gallantry 
of their race, of training in such high 
places of culture as the University of Gen- 
eva. Their narrative is one long com- 
mentary on the old hymn, 
Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak but Thou art mighty 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand. 
Indeed this was their marching song in 
the great deserts of Gobi and Turkestan. 





This editorial reviews ‘Something MHap- 
pened,” by Mildred Cable and Francesca French. 
(China Inland Mission, 237 W. School Lane. 
Germantown, Philadelphia, $2.) 


Their first term of service resulted in 
the building up of a fine school for girls 
in Shansi, which they left after ten years 
in full prosperity and officered by Chinese 
teachers they themselves had trained. In 
this period came the Boxers’ outbreak and 
the flight of missionaries as from a tor- 
pedoed steamer. Fifty days of heat and 
misery fell to Miss Evangeline French, 
bundled with others from city to city and 
sleeping at night in verminous holes. It 
was apprenticeship to later pioneering in 
Kansu, Turkestan, Mongolia, and the edges 
of Tibet. For the ripe years of service 
were cut across with Moslem outbreak and 
the ravaging campaigns of a little Tamer- 
lane named General Lei. The life of the 
three was at this time in constant peril 
—met by unfailing deliverance. “It was 
because of the pistols up your sleeves that 
no one dared attack you yesterday,” re- 
marked some soldiers. It was not explained 
that the supposed revolvers were Bibles. 

Once when in imminent danger of ban- 
dits the three lay out under the stars. 
Two were asleep. The third suddenly 
heard the cadences of the chorus from 
Mendelssohn’s “Elijah” as plainly as though 
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unseen choirs were singing. Not an intona- 
tion was lacking. “He watching over Israel 
slumbers not nor sleeps,” on to the end. 
It was as when the Camisards of the 
Cévennes (France) used to hear the psalms 
of Clement Marot sung to them from the 
heavenlies, 

Some seed fell on rock, some in thorns, 
but these seed-sowers found receptive soil 
also. 

“Venerable traveler,” they asked, “how 
long is it since you started on pilgrimage ?” 

“I have wandered for five years.” 

“And what do you seek?” 

“T seek the remission of my sins.” 

“Have you found the remission of your 
sins ?” 

“T don’t know. When I am dead I shall 
know.” 

One can imagine how good the Good 
News must sound to these who drag the 
ball-and-chain of Buddhism through a life 
of wandering. 

The book has a map of missionary jour- 
neys like that of Paul’s in the back of our 
Bibles. Six times they covered the North- 
west area. The Gospel has been preached 
through Inner Mongolia and in Tibetan 
lamaseries. For a decade they were home- 
less with no certain dwelling place. At 
one time cholera seized Miss Evangeline 
French, and in a few hours she was but 
a shadow “lying on the floor of a small 
inn court between a stagnant pool and a 
pigsty.” The nearest place with good water 
was thirty miles away! Another time 
Miss Mildred Cable was found silent in 
a pool of blood, her face buried in stable 
filth, A vicious donkey had kicked her 
into unconsciousness, to the satisfaction of 
the Mohammedan donkey driver who be- 
lieved that Islam and Christianity are at 
war (as they are) and that this was an 
unexpected victory for the Prophet. The 
Lord helped them through even this des- 
perate experience. The crossing of tor- 
rents with incalculable beds of shifting 
quicksands, into which cart and mule might 
sink at any moment, was a nightmare of 
their travels. At every river crossing some 
one would sing, 


When I reach the verge of Jordan 
Bid my anxious fears subside 
Death of death and hell’s destruction 
Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 


This little caravan of three, Miss Cable, 
and the Misses Evangeline and Francesca 
French, slowly moving over Central Asian 
deserts was indeed a strange sight against 
a background of black-turbaned Moslem 
insurrectionists, “tall, powerful, bearded, 
with cruel, relentless eyes.” And there 
were others with relentless eyes. “When 
the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he 
walketh through dry places, seeking rest, 
and findeth none.” Our experienced desert 
travelers evidently think this word of Scrip- 
ture has literal significance and that the 
desert has its denizens not of flesh and 
blood. Of which, however, they say little. 

“In the stillest days dust spouts, often 
in couples, come pirouetting across the 
plain. ‘There are spirits within them,’ say 
the desert dwellers. ‘What they want is 
a body and for lack of a better one they 
pick up a shroud of sand. They are re- 
sponsible for many a bleaching skeleton 
among those sand dunes,’ ” 

And there are strange sounds on the 
desert, calls for help to which it seems 
inhuman not to respond. Of these the 
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guide says merely: “That’s not the voice 
of man. Who answers that will be led 
into death.” 

One sees the three evangelists knocking 
at the nail-studded doors of fortified farm- 
houses behind which is heard the baying 
of Tibetan mastiffs; or selling Gospels in 
the market places, talking, singing, answer- 
ing questions. Now they hold children’s 
meetings at sunset to which parents as 
well as little ones press. Children’s hymns 
become family treasures and open the door 
for missionary visiting. Paul worked along 
the Roman roads, the Via Egnetia and the 
rest. These Pauline women understood the 
tremendous importance of the network of 
trade routes by which the cities of Cen- 
tral Asia are kept in contact. So they 
faced dirty inns, bitter desert water, flies, 
heat, and cold to carry the Gospel along 
the highways. 

The nobleman said to his ten servants, 
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“Occupy till I come” (Luke 19:13). The 
word “occupy” means in the old English 
“to trade.” It refers to those who trade 
to the ends of the earth, as the ships of 
Tyre which “occupy thy merchandise” 
(Ezek. 27:8, 9). Their reward was the 
hegemony of cities, trading points such as 
studded the ancient world. Many of us 
“occupy” in the modern sense. We keep 
busy in our occupations without too much 
thought of trading with the Gospel. But 
these three pioneers of Chinese Turkes- 
tan have occupied in the old sense of the 
word. “They occupied in thy fairs with 
chief of all spices, and with all precious 
stones, and gold” (Ezek. 27:22). They 
carried the myrrh and cassia of Christ’s 
good news, pearls of great price, gold tried 
in the fire, along the caravan routes and 
to the motley fairs of Central Asia. To 
them belongs the imperishable title of 
“good and faithful servants.” 
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Why the Drought 
After Prayer for Rain? 


In the TIMES of July 21 you have an 
editorial on “Does Prayer Bring Rain?” 
I like it very much, and believe in pray- 
ing for rain or for any other thing that 
a child of God may feel the need of, pray- 
ing with a submissive and humble heart, 
of course. 


There are two or three things I wish 
to bring to your attention, however. One 
is that you speak of the broadcast cover- 
ing the states where drought prevailed, and 
later in the editorial state that the rains 
came and the drought was broken. God 
had heard and answered. 


I do not have figures, and what I say 
can be only approximately true. But 
would say that the drought, even now, is 
not broken in any sense in more than a 
third of that territory where it prevailed 
at the time of the broadcast. In fact, the 
month since the broadcast has been very 
much worse than any period before. Here 
in southwest Iowa the corn is burned up, 
the pastures are dead, and there is no hay. 
It is the same in Nebraska, Colorado, Kan- 
sas, Oklahoma, and many other states in 
this whole Middle West. The month of 
July has been the worst that has ever been 
known since this country was _ inhabited. 
The rest of Iowa eastward and north is 
not like this. 


So the statement that the gefferal drought 
was broken is not correct by any means. I 
am sure very many will be wondering, as 
they read your editorial, why, if the prayer 
was effective, it did not bring rain to them. 


Also there is this that I wish you could 
consider. he Presbytery of our denomi- 
nation called for a day of humiliation, con- 
fession, and prayer for conditions more than 
a month ago. It was observed by every 
congregation in the Presbytery (of our 
church), I believe. We kept it as a whole 
day, with day-time and night meetings. 
Others did likewise, or had a series of 
night meetings. Rain did come, and our 
hopes were lifted —but it did not break 
the drought, which grew steadily worse, and 
now the corn is gone beyond the help of 
rain. 

I am not doubting the power of prayer, 
and I am not doubting the love of God, an 
I am not doubting the wisdom of God in 
his dealings with all his people. I am 
bringing to you. attention the other side 
of the study that you gave us. 

May God’s riches be your treasures, and 
may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 
your strength and peace and joy, and may 


his Presence shepherd your soul in the 

riches of his green pastures and the still 

waters of his love-—An Iowa minister. 

There is no question that drought has 
done untold damage to crops and live stock 
in many parts of America during these 
summer months. Yet it is equally true 
that the drought that was prevailing at 
the time of the prayer for rain broadcast 
by radio from Chicago on Sunday, June 
3, through the courtesy of the National 
Broadcasting Corporation, was followed 
that very day by rains throughout the 
area where the broadcast reached. It 
rained in Chicago within four hours of 
the broadcast. Newspapers the next day 
reported a good deal of rain. 

In other words, there seems to be clear 
evidence that God answered that prayer 
for rain; yet God has permitted wide- 
spread and devastating drought in Amer- 
ica since then. 

Why the drought was not broken in 
Iowa, even though some rain came in 
answer to the day of prayer called for 
by a Presbytery, and why the drought 
was not broken throughout America after 
the remarkable answer to the five minutes 
of prayer broadcast on a June Sunday, are 
questions that may well search our souls. 
But does it not seem reasonable to be- 
lieve that God is waiting for something 
for which many Christian people have 
been longing and working and praying, but 
which has not yet come: a nation-wide 
observance of a Day of Confession, Re- 
pentance, Humiliation, and Prayer? Did 
not God graciously answer the Chicago 
prayer for rain, locally and in a limited 
and temporary way, and also the Iowa 
Presbytery’s day of prayer, to show how 
ready and eager he would be to send a 
nation-wide answer to prayer if only the 
whole nation would turn to him in prayer? 

Indeed, still further intimation of this 
seems to have come in raing of encourag- 
ing proportions in several states. As re- 
cently as August 16 the Associated Press 
reported such rains in the following dis- 
patch carried by the newspapers: 


(Concluded on page 552) 
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Watching the Archeologists at Work at a New Site 
By James L. Kelso, D.D. “™ 


ological Editor of The Sunday School Times and Professor of Semitics and 
Biblical Archeology in the Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary 











In camp at Beitin, Palestine, 
July 24 

HE Kyle Memorial Excavation at 

| Bethel is now well under way, and 

therefore we must hasten to impart 

the detailed news of the expedition to the 

friends of the late Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle, 

who have so actively contributed to mak- 

ing possible this memorial in his honor. 

Come with us then at once as we make 

the short auto trip of twelve miles from 
Jerusalem to Bethel. 

We cross the plateau of Benjamin from 
south to north. It is rocks! rocks! rocks! 
They are everywhere; they constitute the 
major feature of the landscape! In mid- 
summer this is a barren waste, symbolic 
of the tragic battleground that it has al- 
ways been. The Plain of Esdraelon is, 
of course, the battleground of the nations, 
as Armageddon of the Revelation witnesses. 
But the great battlefield of Biblical his- 
tory is not the Plain of Esdraelon, but 
the plateau of Benjamin between Jeru- 
salem and Bethel. Call the roll of Ben- 
jamin’s cities, and it is always the story 
of war. 


A Great Battlefield 


Here Joshua fought at Ai and at Gibeon. 
Here the profligate tribe of Benjamin was 
almost exterminated by the rest of Israel 
at Gibeah. Here at Mizpeh Saul was 
chosen king and soldier for Israel. Here 
at Michmash Jonathan surprised and de- 
feated the Philistines. Here at Gibeon 
the twelve champions of Abner and the 
twelve of Joab each killed his man, and 
thereupon the war of the succession for 
Saul’s throne was on. Here in Benjamin 
were the various outlying fortresses of 
each of the divided monarchies and back 
and forth among these forts the ,boun- 
dary line of Israel and Judah moved. Safe 
behind this military line lay Bethel, and 
only rarely one finds the city in the hands 
of enemies. 

And now it is to this ancient city — mil- 
itary rival of old Jerusalem as well as 
religious opponent—that we come. To- 
day her glory has faded. Only a small 
village clusters about the old spring at 
the southern end of the site. The rest 
of the place is tiny terraced gardens and 
little fig orchards. 

The modern Arabic name of this site 
is Beitin, which is virtually the same as 
the old Hebrew name Bethel, for the 
change of final “I” to “n” is a normal 
phonetic change. Furthermore the alter- 
native modern name of the town is Beit 
Allah, the Arabic translation of Bethel, 
which means the. “house of God.” 

In Bible days the city was surrounded 
by a great wall, but today this is buried 
deeply beneath the débris of the centuries. 
The terrain, however, at the extreme north 
of the site shows bed rock in places, and 
it must have been near here that the great 
north wall of the city was built. There- 
fore, we are choosing a plot of ground 


Seldom do those who have to stay at 
home get such a clear picture of the 
actual methods of the archeologist as 
they will find in this article. In an 
unusually vivid way Dr. Kelso gives 
us the Biblical background of the site 
where excavations have recently been 
begun, and takes us, in imagination, 
over the ground itself, and into the 
workshop where he and his colleagues 
are studying numerous interesting 
finds. This is the first of a number 
of articles that Dr. Kelso will be send- 
ing to the Times direct from Palestine. 








just inside of where we imagine this north 
wall may be, and then we begin our ex- 
cavations, knowing that we shall find either 
the city wall itself or the houses just 
south of it. 

The site chosen is a fig orchard, and 
soon the ax is laid at the roots of the 
trees. It is the season between crops. 
In the early summer the trees bear a 
small crop called “the first ripe figs.” 
These are grown on last season’s wood 
of the tree, Later in the summer comes 
the main crop which is on this year’s 
growth of the tree. The Arabs have cut 
down ten of these trees and have ex- 
changed their axes for picks and hoes. 
With these the actual excavation begins. 
The workmen remove the top soil carefully 
to the depth of about a foot. During this 
work they are taught to save all the thou- 
sands of potsherds with which all the soil 
is saturated, for it is from these appar- 
ently worthless and useless items that the 
archeologist can reconstruct the history of 
the peoples who lived in this old city. 

After this thin layer of ground is re- 
moved the workmen repeat the same proc- 
ess, but now the picks reach walls of 
ancient houses, and the dirt must be slowly 
removed from about these walls until the 
floors of the houses have been discovered. 
All the potsherds and jars and objects of 
any type that are found during this proc- 
ess are saved in baskets in order that 
they may be carefully studied at the close 
of the day. When the whole area has 
been taken down to floor levels then the 
next step in the work of excavation begins. 


Measuring Every Stone 


The surveyors on the staff now take 
up the work and map out every wall and 
floor and street that has been unearthed. 
Even every stone left in the top course 
of every wall and every stone left in the 
paving of a street or courtyard must be 
accurately reproduced. Then the sur- 
veyors record the levels of every wall and 
every other item, thus making a perfect 
record of the excavation. Meanwhile the 
photographers have been taking pictures 
of every phase of the excavation, and when 
the surveyors and the photographers are 
through with their work the record of 
science is complete and the digging can 
again : proceed. 





The Arab workmen are again called 
in. These walls and floors which have 
just been studied in such detail are now 
all destroyed, and in the débris beneath 
them a new stratum of houses and streets 
is dug out, studied, surveyed, and photo- 
graphed. Thus the process continlics un- 
til bed rock is reached. 

The topmost houses we have found here 
at the northern end of the site are Byzan- 
tine, dating to the period before the Mo- 
hammedan invasion. (The Byzantine 
Empire was formally founded in A. D. 
395.) The house walls are all destroyed 
except the lowest courses, but in one place 
we have a fine basement with stairway 
leading down to it. A finely dressed stone 
column, five feet in height and close to 
fifteen inches square, stands in the cen- 
ter of the basement and furnished sup- 
port to the floors above. The stone pave- 
ment of the street passes the front of 
this house. 

At the opposite corner of the “dig” is 
a Byzantine retaining wall and a great 
fill of all types of débris was thrown 
against it. Mixed in this débris is a great 
quantity of pottery from every century 
of the Israelite occupation, from the days 
of Joshua to the time of Nehemiah. It is 
a happy find, for now we know how de- 
tailed will be the Israelite material which 
we shall find in other places on the site. 


A Surprise for the Staff 


Most of the houses so far studied, how- 
ever, are not Byzantine, but they belong 
to the earlier Hellenistic-Roman period. 
The final pottery of this period is every- 
where, and shows the enormous population 
in the later inter-Testament and New Tes- 
tament times. Indeed the chief surprise 
and joy of the expedition up to date is the 
wealth of New Testament data coming to 
light, for this is the first time in the his- 
tory of Palestine excavations that a major 
site has furnished such a wealth of New 
Testament data. It is too early in the 
work to draw positive conclusions, but all 
the present evidence confirms the state- 
ment of the Jewish historian Josephus that 
the Roman general Vespasian (who shortly 
afterward became emperor of Rome) cap- 
tured Bethel in A. D. 69. Apparently the 
city surrendered without battle, for as 
yet there is no sign of its destruction by 
fire, but rather of its abandonment with- 
out burning. Here at Bethel we can see 
the exact houses that the people were liv- 
ing in during the days of Christ and the 
apostle Paul. 

By tomorrow the workmen will be re- 
moving the Hellenistic-Roman city, and 
beneath it we shall find the city used dur- 
ing the days when the Persians ruled 
Palestine. Since this is one of the least 
known periods in the history of Palestine 
we are hopeful of finding interesting mate- 
rials here, 

We have rented the guest house of the 
village and here is our workroom for the 





552 * 


studying and recording of objects found 
in the “dig.” Let us go over there and 
see some of these items. But before we 
do this, let me introduce you to the mem- 
bers of the staff who are conducting this 
excavation. The director of field opera- 
tions is Dr. W. F. Albright of Johns Hop- 
kins University, and the director of the 
American School of Oriental Research in 
Jerusalem. The others are Professor O. 
R. Sellers of the Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary of Chicago; Professor John 
Bright of Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Va.; Professor C. F. Sitterly 
of Drew Theological Seminary; Dr. Aage 
Schmidt, assistant director of the Danish 
Shiloh Expedition; Dr. Immanuel Ben- 
Dor, who for six years has been with ex- 
peditions of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania to Palestine, Egypt, Mesopotamia, 
and Italy; P. M. Purves, graduate student 
in archeology at the University of Penn- 
sylvania; L. E. Williams, Two Brothers 
Fellow from Yale Divinity School; G. E. 
Wright, Nettie McCormick Fellow from 
the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of 
Chicago; Joshua Starr, Nies Scholar in 
the American School of Oriental Research 
in Jerusalem; J. B. Pritchard, student of 
Drew Theological Seminary; M. M. Le- 
vine, graduate architect of Carnegie Insti- 
tute of Technology; and the writer, who 
is Dr. Albright’s colleague. The expedi- 
tion is financed jointly by money raised 
by the American School of Oriental Re- 
search and the Pittsburgh-Xenia Theo- 
logical Seminary of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Turning now to some of the objects 
that have been found on the excavations, 
here is a beautiful alabaster dagger pom- 
mel and beside it is a badly scarred mace 
head. With them is a heavy, well pre- 
served, bronze arrowhead and a badly 
corroded iron javelin head. Against these 
weapons of war are matched those of peace. 
Farm and field are represented by two 
types of iron sickles and a pruning knife. 
The clothing industry is represented by the 
spindle whorl used in spinning the wool 
into thread, and by the loom weight used 
in weaving the threads into fabric. The 
fancy bronze fibula, used as an article of 
jewelry to pin up the finished robe, is rep- 
resented by several fine bronze pieces. 

Business is represented chiefly by coins. 
These have been cleaned from the lime 
and the corrosion with which they have 
been encrusted in the soil, They are most 
interesting coins, for they synchronize with 
the inter-Testament and the New Testa- 
ment periods. We have coins from the 
times when the Ptolemies of Egypt and 
the Seleucids of Antioch ruled over Pal- 
estine. From the Maccabean period come 
coins of John Hyrcanus, Alexander Jan- 
meus, and his successors. But of out- 
standing interest are the New Testament 
coins. Here is one that lights up Mat- 
thew 2:22, 23, for it is of Herod Arche- 
laus with his name and office (ethnarch) 
written in Greek. One side of the coin 
shows a bunch of grapes on a branch, and 
the other side shows a tall helmet with 
cheek pieces and a double crest. Another 
coin comes from Herod Agrippa I, about 
A. BD: 42. 

Here is a coin of the little-known Co- 
ponius, who was the Roman procurator 
who replaced Herod Archelaus. But the 


really interesting procurator coins are those 
of Felix and Pilate. From about the 
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time that Paul stood before Felix, as re- 
corded in Acts 24, comes a coin of that 
procurator. It bears a palm branch on 
one side and an olive wreath on the other, 
although the character of Antonius Felix 
was hardly symbolized by these figures. 
The coin of Pontius Pilate is dated be- 
tween the years A. D. 30 and 32, and upon 
one side shows a shepherd’s crook with the 
inscription, Tiberius Cesar. What a dra- 
matic contrast between the shepherding of 
Cesar and Pilate and that of Christ! 


(To be continued) 
we 


Why the Drought 
After Prayer for Rain? 


(Concluded from second page) 


Farmers of Missouri and Illinois were 
“singing in the rain” Thursday. 

The precipitation almost reached cloud- 
burst proportions in several localities and 
pattered down on burned fields in time to 
save some of the corn crop, push later 
crops along and revive pastures. 


A downpour of 5.42 inches was reported 
at Mexico, }4o0., the heaviest since 1928. 
Union City, Mo., had 4.20 inches, Hermann 
3-55. Ten out of 25 Missouri stations had 
more than one inch. 


A violent storm in Tuscola, IIl., filled 
dry stream beds, stalled highway traffic, 
and soaked fields in 5.63 inches of rain. 
St. Louis had the heaviest rain in 13 
months, 


Farmers of northern and eastern Iowa 
Saw assurance of an average crop of corn 
following intermittent showers of the last 
four days. The heavy precipitation had 
dented the drought in parts of northern 
Kansas, had brightened Michigan harvest 
prospects, and had rescued farmers from 
total loss in southern Minnesota. 


At other points in the arid area showers 
had come too late to salvage major crops, 
but they alleviated a desperate water short- 
age. 


Meanwhile relief authorities in Wash- 
ington added 23 additional counties to their 
map of emergency areas, bringing the total 
to 1,124. It also was announced that the 
government probably would buy up 15,000,- 
ooo cattle. 


These welcome rains may well be viewed 
as God’s own invitation to pray more, in 
order that he may do still more. For 
America is in a desperately needy and 
devastated condition. The Weather Bureau 
at Washington, which has recorded pre- 
cipitation and temperature for seventy 
years, tells us that this year 1934 is the 
dryest and hottest on record. A _ special 
article dated August 19 and published in 
The Oregonian, of Portland, and The Chi- 
cago Tribune, speaks of “the blister that 
is South Dakota,” and gives a picture from 
an airplane: “Black, dry earth, farms 
checker-boarded on a vast, treeless waste. 
No vegetation, no herds of cattle, no run- 
ning streams, no growing things in the 
fields, only utter desolation, a stark pan- 
orama of human want and misery. So 
it continued for mile after mile on this 
dry, sweltering August day in the year of 
the great drought. . . . The cattle exodus 
from the state is without precedent in 
Dakota history.” 

In this article, by Fred Pasley, the 
writer tells of stopping at a farm of 640 
acres of land, where the kindly, simple 
German farmer had, before the drought, 
one hundred head of cattle: 


In the dusty barnyard, when I arrived, 
were Wetzel, his wife, and their ten children. 


September 1, 1934 


They were eyeing a few black clouds that 
had appeared a few miles to the northeast. 
He pointed them out to me and said: 
“Rain, maybe.” 
But it didn’t materialize. The clouds 
floated away into the indigo blue sky and 


the sun seemed to shine all the more 
fiercely. 


“Rain,” repeated Wetzel shaking his 
head. “Every day, night and morning, 
mamma and the children and I pray for 
rain. But none comes. Our prayers re- 
main unanswered. I don’t know what the 
end will be for us. Our cellar is empty. 
We had no fruits or vegetables to can 
this year. We have only our hens to de- 
pend on, and eggs are bringing but 9 cents 
a dozen. We must have flour for bread — 
our children eat so much—and flour is 
cash and costs $5 a hundred pounds. Every 
eight days we must have another sack — 
and where am I going to get the $5?” 


Earnest efforts have been made in re- 
cent years to bring about the calling of 
a national day of prayer. Influential Chris- 
tian leaders urged President Hoover to 
call for the observance of such a day, 
with no result. President Roosevelt has 
been urged to lead the nation in a spir- 
itual Recovery Act by calling a day of 
prayer, but without result. Similar ear- 
nest efforts have been made to induce Con- 
gress to call a day of prayer; but some 
Congressional leaders have seemed to feel 
that the Democratic Party can do for 
America all that is needed, and that it 
would be disloyalty to their party and to 
the administration to admit that we need 
God’s help in this crisis. 

In his recent trip through the Northwest 
our President has seen with his own eyes 
the pitiable devastation of farms and crops 
and cattle by the drought. Surely God is 
judging our nation. Will God’s judg- 
ments have to go a good deal farther, and 
cut a great deal deeper, before the nation 
turns away from itself, from its political 
parties, from any human government and 
the best of human intentions and resources, 
and in a nation-wide concert of prayer 
cries out, with the publican of old, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner” ? 





[ Children at Home 





How Impy Got His Breakfast 
and Supper 
A tre story 
By Frances Margaret Fox 


MPY belonged to two little sisters. 

Uncle Jim had paid a great deal for 
the dog and had given him to Beth and 
Nan so they would not be homesick when, 
long ago, they moved into their new home 
in the middle of a block, on an uphill, 
downhill street in San Francisco. 

“Remember, girls,” said Uncle Jim, “this 
is not a common dog. He is a dog of 
high degree; he is 2 Biue Ribbon Spaniel, 
which means that he has taken first prizes 
at dog shows. He is well trained, and 
will live a long time if properly cared 
for. He must be fed as he has been al- 
ways, Only once in twenty-four hours. 
Never feed him yourselves. The cook will 
give him his dinner every day at noon; she 
has printed instructions.” 

Beth and Nan were disappointed, but 


(Continued on page 558) 
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LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 16. 
TRUE WORSHIP 








ISAIAH CONTRASTS FALSE AND 


International Uniform Lesson.—lsaiah 1:1-31; printed text: verses 10-20 


Golden Text.—Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that 
hath clean hands, and a pure heart.—Psa. 24:3, 4 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Isa. 1 : 10-20 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Isa. 1: 10 Hear the word of the Lorp, ye rulers of Sodom; give 
ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. 

11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? 
saith the Lorp: I am full of the burnt-offerings of rams, and the 
fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of 
lambs, or of he goats. 

12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this 
at your hand, to tread my courts? 

13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto 
me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I can- 
not away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. 

14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: 
they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.. 

15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes 
from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your 
hands are full of blood. 

16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings 
from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; 

17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge 
the fatherless, plead for the widow. 

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lorn: though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 

19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 

20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: 
for the mouth of the Lorp hath spoken it. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Isa. 1: 10 Hear the word of Jehovah, ye ‘rulers of Sodom; give 
ear unto the *7law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. 11 What 
unto me is the multitude of your sacrifices? saith Jehovah: I have 
had enough of the burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; 
and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he- 
goats. 12 When ye come *to appear before me, who hath required 
this at your hand, to trample my courts? 13 Bring no mor* ‘vain 
oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; new moon and sab- 
bath, the calling of assemblies, —°I cannot away with iniquity and 
the solemn meeting. 14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts 
my soul hateth; they are a trouble unto me; I am weary of bear- 
ing them. 15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide 
mine eyes from you; yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not 
hear: your hands are full of blood. 16 Wash you, make you clean; 
put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to 
do evil; 17 learn to co well; seek justice, 7 relieve the oppressed, 
judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. 

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith Jehovah: though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 19 If ye be willing and 
obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 20 but if ye refuse and 
rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword; for the mouth of Jehovah 
hath spoken it. 


10Or, judges. *Or, teaching. *Or, as otherwise read, to see 
my face. *Heb., an oblation of vanity. °Or, I cannot away 
with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. °®Or, cumbrance. 
7Or, set right the oppressor. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


S A climax to the present quarter’s 
A study of “Prophets and Kings of 

Israel,” there rises before us the 
greatest of all Israel’s prophets, dealing 
with the greatest of all themes, in the 
most eloquent language that had yet been 
used by human tongue. Isaiah, meaning 
“salvation of Jehovah,” is pre-eminently 
the Messianic prophet, and his pages are 
illumined with the glories of Christ. Isa- 
iah’s opening chapter, our present !esson, 
is evidently intended as a prologue to the 
whole book, and indeed, sums up the great 
features of all prophecy concerning Israel. 


The Historical Setting 

Isaiah’s ministry probably covered about 
sixty years, extending from 760, five years 
before Uzziah’s death, to about 700, two 
or three years before Hezekiah’s death. 
The prophecies in the first five chapters 
may have been given in the reign cf 
Uzziah, but it is probable that the first 
chapter, at least, is given as a preview 
of the whole book and contains prophe- 
cies that cover later periods. 


Verse by Verse 

Isaiah 1: 10.—Ye rulers of Sodom, Like 
in character to the rulers of Sodom, which 
is a figure for the last word in wicked- 
ness (Isa. 1:9; 3:9). 

Verse 11.—To what purpose is the mul- 
titude of your sacrifices unto me? In the 
midst of their evil doings they kept up 
their sacrifices, and appealed to their dili- 
gence in them as satisfying the require- 
ments of their God. J delight not in the 
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blood of bullocks. See Heart of the Les- 
son. 

Verse 13.—Bring no more vain oblations. 
Oblations, or offerings, from his penitent 
and grateful children, were a delight to 
the Lord, but the outward offerings they 
were bringing were vain — empty of spiritual 
meaning. I cannot away with. I cannot en- 
dure or abide. Jt is iniquity, even the solemn 
meeting. If connected with the preceding 
phrase, it means that God cannot endure 
the joining of iniquity and worship, as 
vividly expressed in Jeremiah 7:9, 10. Or 
it may mean, “It is iniquity [vanity], even 
the solemn assembly,” that is, they have 
turned it into vanity. 


Verse 14.—Your new moons and your 
appointed feasts, (Num. 28: 11-15; 10: 10; 
Lev. 23: 4-44.) See Special Topics. 

Verse 16.—Wash you, make you clean; 

. cease to do evil. This is a call to 
true repentance; it does not mean that 
they can cleanse themselves except in 
God’s appointed way (cf. Jas. 4:8, 9; 1 
Pet hea). 

Verse 17.—Learn to do well. To leave 
off evil is not enough. Or rather, the 
only effective way to leave off evil is to 
do well (cf. Rom. 12:9). Seek judgment, 
relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, 
plead for the widow. A summing up of 
what it means to “do well.” 

Verse 18.—Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord. Thus opens one 
of the great “New Testament” verses of 
Isaiah, though the message belongs quite 
as much to the Old. God is not an arbi- 
trary being, but a God of reason; though 
his plan of salvation transcends human 
reason, it is addressed to our reason. Many 
scholars give the meaning as “Come, let 
us bring our reasoning to a close,” or “Let 
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us settle the matter.” In either case he 
invites us to reason about salvation, and 
makes the startling offer of grace. 

Verse 19.—If ye be willing and obedient. 
There is an “if.” Man’s part is to re- 
ceive this proffered mercy; this also we 
do by his grace, but we do it. Ye shall 
eat the good of the land. Temporal bless- 
ings followed as a result of obedience, but 
these were always typical of the greater 
spiritual blessings, as bodily food points 
to him who is the Bread of life, and the 
Promised Land of plenty to the riches 
of glory in Christ (cf. Psa. 37:3. Note 
the “feed on his faithfulness” in R. V.). 

Verse 20.—If ye refuse and rebel. Those 
who reject grace do it deliberately and 
against all God’s pleading. This is the 
fact, whatever our reasoning about the 
mystery of God’s sovereignty and. man’s 
freedom, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


What our Lord told the Samaritan 
woman at Jacob’s well is the message of 
Isaiah and all the prophets: “God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth” (John 
4:24). Such worshipers the Father has 
ever been seeking, in Old Testament times 
and today. The false worship that Isaiah 
denounced had in it two abominable fea- 
tures, It ignored the truth that God is 
holy. They dared to come into God’s 
courts as worshipers with blood-stained 
hands and black hearts, without seeking 
to have their hands cleansed and their 
hearts purified. How could they suppose 
God would accept such worship? It was 
because of the second abominable feature 
of their conception of God; they ignored 
the truth that God is Spirit, and they 
thought he could be pleased with animal 
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sacrifices in themselves. But these sacri- 
fices were to instruct them in the need of 
a blood atonement, and were acceptable to 
God only as the broken and contrite heart, 
and the forgiven and grateful heart, used 
these offerings in true penitence and wor- 
ship. God desired not sacrifice as a sub- 
stitute for righteousness (Psa. 51: 16, 17). 
And he desired not the blood of animals as 
anything in itself, but only for what it 
foreshadowed (Psa. 51:19). They were 
to offer spiritual sacrifices in the form 
of the ritual of an earthly altar. We are 
to offer spiritual sacrifices, in the Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2:5), includ- 
ing a yielded life, praise, giving, service, 
suffering, true worship. 


Lesson Outlines 


IsaAtAH’s Four Worps To JuDAH 

1. Rebellion: “Ah sinful nation” (1: 
2-4, 10-15, 21-23). 

2. Retribution: “Ye shall be devoured 
with the sword” (1: 5-8; 15, 20, 28). 

3. Repentance: “If ye be willing and 
obedient” (1: 16-19, 27). 


4. Restoration: “Zion shall be re- 
deemed” (1:9, 18, 24-31). 


WorsSHIPING IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH 


1. The God of Our Worship: The 
One revealed in Christ as the Father, 
who is holy, who is Spirit, who is love, 
the God of righteous judgment, and of 
mercy, condescending to reason with 
men and fellowship with them. 


2. The Form of Our Worship: a, Old 
Testament forms and their purpose; b. 
New Testament forms: Church service, 
Lord’s Supper, singing, prayers, giving. 

3. The Heart of Our Worship: A 
broken and contrite heart, a cleansed 
heart, a grateful and obedient heart, in 
fellowship with the Holy One. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Parallel Passages. Other remarkable 
passages that deal with true and false wor- 
ship and the place of the outward sacri- 
fice in true worship: Jeremiah 7; Amos 
5: 21-27; Micah 6: 6-16; Psalms 40, 50, 51. 

Israel’s Sacrifices and Offerings. Five 
offerings: Burnt, Meal, Peace (sweet- 
savor offerings), Sin, and Trespass are 
described in Leviticus 1 to 7. Further in- 
struction is given in Numbers 28 and 20, 
and in other places. Each day there was 
offered a burnt offering in the morning 
and in the evening, accompanied by meal 
and drink offerings (Exod. 29: 38-43). 
There were additional offerings each Sab- 
bath, at the new moon, and at the feasts 
(Num. 28 and 29). 


Israel’s Feasts. 1. Passover, type of 
Christ on the cross (1 Cor. 5:7); 2. Un- 
leavened Bread, type of the holy life fol- 
lowing redemption (1 Cor. 5:8); 3. First- 
fruits, type of the resurrection of Christ 
(1 Cor. 15:20); 4. Pentecost (Feast of 
Weeks), type of the early harvest at the 
pouring out of the Holy Spirit; 5. Trum- 
pets, type of Christ’s Second Coming (1 
Cor. 15:52); 6. Atonement, type of 
Christ’s atonement, also of Israel’s repent- 
ance and conversion; 7. Tabernacles, type 
of the later harvest of souls, probably cov- 
ering all the millennium. These feasts are 
treated in Leviticus 23, and in other pas- 
sages. See Lesson Questions. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
12. September 16.—Isaiah Contrasts False 
and True Worship .......... Isaiah 1: 1-31 
13. September 23.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers. 
Isaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37 
14. September 30.—Review: God in Hebrew 
History. 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 7.—Fellowship with Christ. 


John 15 
2. October 14.—fhe Christian and His 
DADE. vsvcecvessnvesecesecccess Acts 8 : 26-39 


3. October 21.—The Christian at Prayer. 
Matthew 6: 5-15; Ephesians 3: 14-21 

4. October 28.—The Christian’s Standard 

of Life (International Temperance 
Sunday) ...... Ephesians 4:17 to 5:2! 

5s. November 4.—Christian Growth. 

Luke 2: 42-52; 2 Peter 1: 5-8 

6. November 11.—The Christian Citizen 
(Armistice Day) ...... Galatians 5 : 13-26 








Old Testament Shadows. Study He- 
brews, especially Chapters 8 to 10, for a 
clear statement of the relation between the 
temporary, carnal sacrifices, and the re- 
demption and worship that is in Christ. 

Other Special Topics. Atonement. Ethics 
in Relation to Sacrifice and Salvation. Use 
of Ritual. Forms of Worship Today. Spir- 
itual Sacrifices (See Applications). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


The first sacrifice is @ broken and con- 
trite heart. Isaiah 1: 2-6, 11-20 describes 
each of us as well as Judah. We need con- 
viction of sin, deep-dyed sin, then are we 
ready to accept his full and free forgive- 
ness through the shed blood. 


Offer up spiritual sacrifices. We are 
a holy priesthood, in our worship and in 
our living, holy unto the Lord (1 Pet. 2: 
5). The following are some of the spe- 
cial activities of worship and of life specifi- 
cally referred to in the New Testament as 
spiritual sacrifices : 

Yield yourselves as living sacrifices. To 
surrender completely to Christ, who gave 
his life for us, is a sacrifice holy, accep- 
table to God. This, Paul says, is your 
spirttual sacrifice in contrast with the car- 
nal sacrifices that were offered under the 
Old Covenant (Rom, 12:1, 2). 


Offer the sacrifice of praise. In every- 
thing we are to give thanks; living a life 
of joy is a continual daily sacrifice well- 
pleasing to him who gave all for us (Heb. 
13:15). 

Do good and give to those in need (Heb. 
133 16; 2 Cor. 9: 12). 

Abound in the grace of giving. We can 
give money to the Lord only in the Spirit, 
and this is spiritual service (Phil. 4: 18). 

Sing with grace in your hearts. We 
can sing truly only in the Spirit. A great 
injury is done our young people by the 
jazz tunes we use with some hymns and 
choruses. Let us learn the great worship 
hymns of the Church, not neglecting the 
Psalms. Let us sing more praise and wor- 
ship hymns, rather than those that speak 
of our own experience. 


Neglect not the regular services of 
church worship, including the Lord’s Sup- 
per (Heb. 10:25; Luke 4:16; 1 Cor. 11: 
23-32). 

Do you have a Family Altar? Family 
worship is vital. 
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Do you observe a quiet time? In our 
personal prayer and Bible study worship 
should form a real part. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


To make our scarlet sins as white as 
snow is a greater miracle than making 
us; let us leave the miracle to God. 


God’s truths of redemption go beyond 
our reason, but they do not contradict our 
reason; they appeal to our reason. 


The more elaborate the ritual of your 
church service is, the more need there is 
to guard against formalism, which is abom- 
inable to God, and to emphasize heart com- 
munion. 


The more informal your church service 
is, the more need there is to guard against 
irreverence, and to emphasize the sense of 
the presence of the holy God. 


If we have learned by heart the first 
twenty-four words of the Lord’s Prayer, 
we have learned how to worship, 


The Old Testament revelation is twi- 
light compared with the noonday light of 
the New; it is not darkness compared with 
light. 


Sins will not be made white as snow for 


those who “refuse and rebel” (Isa. 1: 18, 
20). 


To worship aright in the presence of 
God, we must live aright in the presence 
of men. 


Cotumsra, S. C. 
ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and —— character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


W it awful charge is brought against 
the rulers and people, by implication, 

in this first chapter, as well as against 
those specifically named? 


2. What striking contrast is revealed be- 


se a the words of Isaiah 1: 16, 17 and verse 
I 


3. What evidence do we have in this les- 
son of God’s extreme consideration for an 
condescension to the sinner? 


4. Quote a passage of Scripture showing 
that the Lord comes more than “half way” to 
meet the sinner. 


5. What was one of the worst things about 
the sin of Israel, as brought out by Isaiah 
and the other prophets? 


6. When Isaiah toid the people to cease 
to do evil, to relieve the oppressed, care for 
the widow, was he teaching salvation by 
works? Was he giving a different message 
frdm the New Testament message of grace? 


7. What four messages, concerning Israel 
and her relation to God, did Isaiah give in 
his first chapter, which gives an outline of 
all prophecy concerning Israel? 


8. Did the Jews have to wait for the com- 
ing of Christ to render worship in Spirit and 
in truth to God? If not, what was the dif- 
ference in the New Testament? 


9. In what two ways was God not pleased 
with the Old Testament et In what 
way was he pleased with them 

10. What forms of worship today might 
God condemn in the same way as he expressed 
displeasure with the sacrifices? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 


.on page 558. 


— 





— 


‘of God. 


Lesson for September 16 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

When Clearness May Fail.—Hear the 
word of the Lord (v. 10). A man said 
about something he wished to make clear, 
“Why, it is as plain as A B C!” “Yes,” 
said a third party, “but the man you are 
talking to is D E F.” So some of our 
hearers seem to turn away from the Word 
Let us explain the Gospel as 
we may, if there is no desire in the heart, 
our plainest messages are lost.—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


The Solemn Meeting of Blasphemy.— 
It is iniquity, even the solemn meeting (v. 
13). There is a church in Basil Street, 
Knightsbridge, with a congregation of 
about sixty, nearly all smartly dressed 
women, in a lofty room almost in dark- 
ness. A flood light illumines the high altar 
with its glittering gold cross and six can- 
dlesticks. The air perfumed with incense; 
against the wall three statues; Christ stand- 
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ing opposite the altar; Buddha seated in 
a shrine near the door; and Apollo, erect 
and nude, in a corner near Buddha. In 
intense silence the Bishop enters, holding 
up in front of him a draped crucifix, which 
he deposits with obeisances on the altar. 
“Homage,” the Bishop said, “is due to all 
religions. No man as perfect as Jesus is 
said to have been’ ever existed.”—From 
Dawn, Sent by L. G. James, Toronto. 
Prize illustration. 


Prayer That Does Not Pray.—When 
ye make many prayers, I will not hear 
(v. 15). The convention began each day 
with a prayer. The clergyman arrived 
with a written prayer and spoke it at the 
top of his voice into a battery of micro- 
phones. Directly behind him stood a sten- 
ographer recording the prayer. All about 
him in the press sections were photog- 
raphers perched on the tables taking flash- 
lights. From the gallery flood lights for 
the moving pictures threw a fierce glare 
upon him as he prayed. Within fifty feet 
of him were reporters placidly working 
on their typewriters. There was little pre- 
tense that the convention was praying; it 
was acting out a prayer as part of its 
scenario.—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Arlowene B. Ellis, Rochester, Minn. 


Why He Did Not Pray.—Relieve the 
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for 
the widow (v. 17). A deacon living in a 
Berkshire town was requested to give his 
prayers in behalf of a poor man with a 
large family who had broken his leg. “I 
can’t stop now to pray,” said the deacon 
(who was picking and barreling his early 








The Golden Text in Song 





Psalm 24:3, 4 
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apples for the city market), “but you can 
go down into the cellar and get some 
corned beef, salt pork, potatoes, and but- 
ter; that’s the best I can do.”—From Sun- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Among the Snowy Mountains.—They 
shall be as white as snow (v. 18). Many 
years ago when traveling in New Zealand, 
in the center of Otago, I was being driven 
along a road at the head of Lake Wak- 
atipu, by a man who lived among the 
snowy mountains. Away to ‘the west, 
Mount Earnslaw and other mountzins stood 
up with their snow-capped peaks shining 
in the sun. Turning to the driver, I asked 
him if he had ever found anything as white 
as snow, and he replied that he had tried 
ever so many white things without avail. 
He mentioned quite a number of articles 
that he had put down on the snow, but 
not one was so white. White paper, white 
cloth, sugar, salt, rice, and so on, had 
all been tried in vain. I then told him 
that I had found something as white as 
snow, and he was intensely interested and 
most anxious to know what it was. After 
a little I told him that it was a soul washed 
in the blood of Christ, and said that I 
had divine authority for that, quoting Isa- 
iah 1:18. He smiled, and almost sneered, 
for I discovered that he was quite skep- 
tical. But I assured him that it was pos- 
sible to be even whiter than snow (Psa. 
51). I felt that he had surely been pre- 
pared for my message by his searching for 
something very white, and so believed that 
my message would prove to be one in sea- 
son.—Personal experience. Sent by J. H. 
Todd, East Malvern, Victoria, Australia, 


A Startling Challenge.—Who shall as- 
cend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall 
stand in his holy place? He that hath 
clean hands, and a pure heart (Golden 
Text). Not long ago a prominent man 
came forward for prayer in a service. He 
came and. sat on the front seat. Another 
prominent man, a member of the church, 
went and sat by the side of this man: but 
when the first man lifted his face from 
his hands and looked at his friend, he said: 
“No, you don’t; I am after business today ; 
you are not the fellow to deliver the goods 
to me; we know each other too well.” 
That is where the touch of the hand and 
the sound of the voice are not effective, 
for the reason that the life behind them 
lacks spiritual power and spiritual effec- 
tiveness — cleanness before God Almighty. 
They that handle the vessels of the Lord 
must be clean.—From the Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Arlowene B. Ellis, Rochester, 
Minn. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateriaL: Blackboard and chalk. 











. ee I want you to tell me some of 
the things you think are worship. 
First, how about singing songs of praise? 


We'll put that down. Now you tell me: 


some. (Pupils will probably say, Going 
to church; — reading the Bible, — praying, 
— going to Sunday school, and so on. Put 
them down.) 
You think all these things are worship. 
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They may be, and they may not be true 
worship. If you believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you love him, and you read 
your Bible and pray and go to church be- 
cause of your belief and your love, it is 
true worship. But I knew a man once 
who did not believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and did not believe in God. Yet 
he went to church every Sunday, sang 
in the choir, read the Bible, and once, 
when called on, prayed in church. Was 
that true worship? No, absolutely false, 
a mockery. 

Jesus Christ said, “God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth’ (John 4:24). We 
cannot really worship until our sins have 
been forgiven, and this can be doue only 
when we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
as our Saviour. Shall we ask God to 
make us true worshipers? 


Mopesto, CAL. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Strong Langwidge!—Hear the word of 
the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom: give ear 
unto the law of our God, ye people of 
Gomorrah (Isa. 1:10). Forty-two years 
ago when I went up to Rock Run in an 
effort to save the little mission Sunday 
school from Running on the Rock (just 
couldn’t help that!), if you wanted to call 
a Coatesville man a hard name you cried, 
“Oh, you low-down Rock Runner!” If 
he was bigger ’n you ya “beat it’! Even 
though Coatesville was saloon-cursed, Rock 
Run was infested with speakeasies, gam- 
bling joints, and all that goes with drink- 
ing. There was usually a killing a month. 
Sam Husk, who lived up there, used to 
say, “We're Sodom and Gomorrah all in 
one!” 

Forty-two years of Rock Run Sunday 
school has made the hamlet as fine a lit- 
tle suburb, with as fine a lot of folks as 
you'll find anywhere. As I write there 
are fifty families with something like a 
family altar. 

Isaiah wanted the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah (which, by the way, was only 
a manner of speaking, for these evil cities 
were destroyed in Abraham’s day years 
before — Gen. 13:10; 19:24, 25) to hear 
the “word of the Lord” and the “law of 
our God,” for they would do for the Sodom 
and Gomorrah recrudescences of Isaiah’s 
day just what these have done for the 
twentieth century Rock Run. 

The first iron plates used on American 
steamships were rolled in the mills of Rock 
Run. John Roach at Chester, Pa., built the 
ships. The most famous one was The 
Dolphin. She was a fighter. So were the 
men who made the piates! 

The text sounds as though Isaiah was 
calling names to get attention. Like the 
Salvation Army band. This seems to have 
been a Scriptural procedure! Both John 
Baptist and the Lord Jesus, as well as 
Isaiah and Billy Sunday, employed the 
same sort of expressions, “O generation 
of vipers!” (Luke 3:7; Matt. 23: 33.) 





Clean Up and Keep Clean.—Wask you, 
make you clean; ... cease to do evil (v. 
16). As I have told you before, all through 
the great Packard automobile plant at De- 
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troit are hung up tasteful, enameled signs 
about twenty by nine inches. On these in 
bold letters are the words: 


CLEAN Up 
AND 
Keep CLEAN 


The words “Clean Up” are in white, and 
“Keep Clean” are in yellow (pure and 
golden). President Macauley took one of 
these signs, mounted it on a white card 
which he has autographed, put it in a neat 
black frame under glass, and over there 
it hangs on my bookshelf. Every now 
and then when the lesson suggests it (as 
in this) I take the sign to the Iron Rose 
Class and say, “Boys, if one of the great- 
est of automobile companies thinks it is 
necessary to live up to that slogan to 
make a high grade automobile, how about 
the making of a high grade man!” 

The other day I was where some offi- 
cials were weighing and discussing a young 
man for an important position. One of 
the men when asked his opinion said, 
“What I like about that chap is that he 
seems like such a clean and wholesome 
fellow.” The “clean and wholesome fel- 
low” got the appointment. 

Now what is it to be clean and whole- 
some? Ask Mr. Webster Unabridged. 
Then ask what the reliable old Book says, 
“As he thinketh in his heart,” and the 
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prayer, “Create in me a clean heart” 
(Prov. 23:7; Psa. §1: 10). 

When the inside is clean the outside 
manifestations take care of themselves. 
“Evil communications corrupt good man- 
ners,” you are told at most funerals you 
attend (1 Cor. 15:33). 

The clean and wholesome man _ looks 
after his person. Nails are not in mourn- 
ing, he is brushed from top to toe, and his 
linen is spotless. The transformation of 
the converted bum is an extreme exhibit 
in the case. As soon as verse 18 gets him 
he becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus. 
And thus is shown what “true worship” 
will do. 


A Great Anthem.—Come now, and let 
us reason together, saith the Lord: though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool (v. 18). 
Most of the old regulars, Sunday after 
Sunday, rain or shine, over a term of years, 
hear the choirs sing hundreds of anthems. 
How many of these classical productions 
keep on singing in your heart after the 
occasion? But there is one anthem in 
which the composer has used the words 
of this famous text. Heard once it is 
never forgotten. 

In this the soprano does not go soaring 
to the roof nor the basso drop down to 
the basement, but the music rolls along 


As impervious to appeal as the backs of turtles; 


le 
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like a high-bred automobile, with the con- 
tralto putting all the richness of her lovely 
voice into, “Though your sins be as scar- 
let; though your sins be as scarlet; though- 
your - sins - be - as - scarlet - they - shall 
be - as - white - as - snow.” 

Indeed I can hear the soft cadences as 
they sweetly step along as I sit here and 
write about it. Many anthems are all 
sound; no one but the singers can guess 
the words. But no choir I have ever heard 
can camouflage this anthem with sweet 
sounds. This text away over here in Isa- 
iah beautifully expresses the whole genius 
of the Christian religion, and differentiates 
it from all other religions, and why any- 
one except the Devil should hate the idea 
of cleansing and purity is hard to imagine. 
~ When you are at the waterside you often 
see coils of rope with big white “dough- 
nuts” fastened to one end. There are also 
long poles with a stout hook in the end. 
What would you think of a man who would 
steal away these things which are placed 
there that any who should fall overboard 
might be saved from drowning? 

I have never heard of these appliances 
for life saving being touched, but there 
are those who make a regular business of 
stealing away the soul saving faith God 
has set for the children of men (2 Tim. 
3:5, 6). The title of this lesson is “Con- 
trasting False and True Worship.” You 
will find it between the lines. 


CoATESVILLE, PA. 
we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou dost see us as we 
are, so ready to offer thee everything but sim- 
ple obedience. Bring us, we pray thee, squarely 
face to face with our pride, our avoidance of 
what thou dost first of all require. We are 
so ready to offer thee the appearance of loyalty, 
without the deep reality! Forgive us, we 
pray thee. May we rejoice in what is pleasing 
to thee, and not trouble thee with signs of 
supposed devotion when our lives do not show 
the obedience that thou dost ask of thy chil- 
dren. In the name of our Lord Jesus, we pray. 
Amen. 


* 

After the Lesson.—God speaks in words 
man can understand. He is telling these 
rulers of Sodom, these people of Gomor- 
rah, that he has had enough—more than 
enough —of the outward, until they look 
after the inward. If he grew tired of their 
doings, what. would he say through his 
prophets to us, in these days of departure 
from him? Would he need to reason with 
any of us in this school? Are we mak- 
ing an outward show of obedience, while 
the heart is not really in it at all? The 
Jamaica Negroes have a proverb: “You 
no shake man’s han’, you shake him heart.” 
Yes, we reach out our hands in worship 
to God, but what about the heart? Well, 
we do need much prayer lest we merit the 
keen rebuke given through Isaiah. But 
remember, —after the rebuke, the restor- 
ing, the reasoning of God, all in love for 





needy man! What a wonderful Father- 
God we have! Let us pray. 
? EBUKE 
(GOD'S }EASONING 
ESTORING 
OBEY HIM! 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: God is reasonable. 
Discussion: What are the “means of 


grace” available to a fellow today, by which 
he can keep his face toward God? 


Objective: Keeping close up to Jesus. 











AY, fellows, God is reasonable. Yes, 

God is more than reasonable. He meets 
the sinner more than half way. I have 
heard fellows complain against God. They 
said, If God could make a fellow so he 
could not sin, why didn’t He do it? Why 
did He give him an armor that the Devil 
could pierce and cause him to sin? Well, 
fellows, when one says that to you, you 
tell him that the instant God permitted 
it to be so that a fellow could sin, he 
opened a way for him to escape the pen- 
alty of sin. Don’t you see how much bet- 
ter that is? If you could not sin you 
would never have the satisfaction of a 
moral victory. You would be like a this- 
tledown floating about with no moral 
nature, no mind of your own, no initiative. 
God had something better for you than 
that; far better. Only dead things are 
helplessly wafted around. Driftwood never 
fights its way upward against the current; 
it goes over the dam. Inertia is death, 
but there is life in a fight; and the high- 
est joy is in a conscious victory. 

And when one makes a misstep and sins, 
God in his goodness says just what he 
said through Isaiah to his people of old: 
“Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” 

The first chapter of Isaiah shows how 
reasonable God is. The people of Jeru- 
salem and of Judah —his own chosen peo- 
ple, whom. he had wonderfully preserved 
and blessed, whom he had delivered from 
their enemies; for whom he had specially 
cared and had protected, while the other 
tribes had been carried into captivity — 
these people had gone back on God; they 
had done great wickedness (v. 4); they 
were rotten, from head to foot (v. 6), 
and they deserved only God’s wrath and 
punishment. Even their sacrifices to God, 
which they kept up in a formal way, 
slaughtering great numbers of cattle for 
burnt offerings——even these were an of- 
fense to God, because at heart they were 
rotten. 

But the Lord, long suffering and patient 
with them, and loving them, pleads in 
the tenderest terms, through Isaiah, “Come 
now, and let us reason together.” And, 
he says, “If ye be willing and cbedient, ye 
shall eat the good of the land.” 

And, fellows, they were so foolish as to 
turn down that gracious offer, continuing 
in their wickedness; bringing down the 
inevitable punishment upon their own 
heads, 


This is not only for Judah, but it is for 
everybody; it is for you and me. “All 
have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God” (Rom. 3:23). The only spot that 
anybody has to start from to God is the 
spot stained by sin. But a fellow does 
mot have to stay on that spot. God invites 
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him to come away from it; and to come 
to him. And, best of all, he has provided 
for the sin to be washed away from us, 
so that we can stand in his presence and 
not be ashamed. Not to accept this gra- 
cious proposal of our gracious Lord is to 
go on down the slippery grades of sin, a 
pathway which ends only in death, And 
such a death! 

Let’s you and I, fellows, in this turn 
of the year, which is called the autumnal 
equinox, turn our faces more than ever 
toward our heavenly Father, and ask him 
that “the beauty of Jesus be seen in me”! 
“For God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Leaders for God 
12, Isaiah leading his people back to God: 


(1) Through an understanding of true 
worship; 


(2) Through a call to true repentance. 











6¢Q@YCARLET sins” — what do your girls 
understand these much used words 
really to mean? Ask them, and note their 
answers, varying from the viewpoint of 
the recent popular novel, “Scarlet Sister 
Mary,” with its tolerance toward an igno- 
rant woman, to that of some more thought- 
ful reader of Hawthorne’s real classic, 
“The Scarlet Letter.” Perhaps your girls 
have heard the popular anthem, “Though 
your sins be as scarlet,’ and have caught 
that more definitely Scriptural connota- 
tion of the word “scarlet” in connection 
with sin. But it is doubtful if a single 
one of them dreams that she may be, right 
now, guilty of the scarlet sins of which 
Isaiah speaks in his first chapter, for they 
have never connected this type of sin with 
worship—and that is exactly what Isa- 
iah does. Help your girls to see this, by 
a careful though rapid reading of this 
chapter, verses 10-20, at least, after intro- 
ducing Isaiah himself, as he does in verse 1. 
A word about verses 2-9 is needed also 
— words from the Lord himself, you note, 
in which he brings the direct charge of 
rebellion against himself and ingratitude 
for all his goodness as sins of which his 
people were guilty. Then, in verses 10-17, 
Isaiah reveals how God abominates the 
mere forms of worship, without the sin- 
cere heart within them — hypocrisy in this 
most sacred business of the soul on earth, 
the worship of its Creator and Father. 
Notice how he actually names the various 
forms of the worship God himself had 
taught them to use, yet now he finds them 
but hollow mockery, however exactly they 
may be observed outwardly, because there 
was no heart in them. Especially help 
your girls to note God’s command to this 
sinning people to change all this; to wash 
away such guilt and “learn to do well” 
in the life behind the worship. 
“Ah!” —as Isaiah so often says — but 
now hear those wonderful words of God’s 
call to such true repentance as can be 
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found only in “reasoning together” with 
him who can make “scarlet sins” like snow 
and crimson sins like wool! (vs. 18-20.) 

Do your girls see now which sins are 
scarlet in God’s sight? And are they not 
guilty of them, in some degree at least, 
in their own inmost hearts? Rebellion 
against God’s providences in her own life 
is often cne of youth’s hardest sins; and 
careless ingratitude for all God’s constant 
goodness is surely another in all our lives: 
but hypocrisy in worship, going through 
outward forms of worship, giving the ap- 
pearance of loyalty to true religion while 
the inmost heart is far from it — where is 
one of us that does not need to come and 
“reason” with our God concerning this 
scarlet sin? 

Help your girls to heed the solemn warn- 
ing in verses 19 and 20—now. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories® 
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Home Study 


Memorize Isaiah 1: 18-20 — make it your 
very own, now, for all of your life; and 
never forget which are the “scarlet sins” 
in God’s sight, and that God’s washing 
alone, in the blood of the Lamb, can wash 
you white in his sight. 


Decatur, GA. 
ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 


SK the children to repeat last week’s 

Memory Verse (Psa. 95:6), and 
briefly remind them of Hezekiah’s call to 
the people to come and worship in the 
house of God. Stress God’s love and 
patience in sending one’ messenger after 
another to these rebellious and disobedient 
people. Let the children compare 2 Peter 
3:9. Bring out clearly that those who 
refuse to obey God will be without ex- 
cuse, for he gives each one many calls 
to repentance. Stress also the fact that 
none of us know when our last call will 
come, and that it is unsafe to put off obey- 
ing. “Now is the accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6: 
2). Again today God calls to us to “come 
now” (Isa, 1: 10-20). 

It was Isaiah whom God entrusted with 
this message. He was only a young man 
then, but he had heard God’s call and 
obeyed it himself first. Let us see what 
his message was. “Hear the word of the 
Lord.” He was God’s mouthpiece; and 
God always speaks first of sin, These 
people had wearied God with their sin 
(v. 14). How terrible! Yet you do the 
same when you come to church or to 
Sunday school, and are thinking of other 
things when you should be singing or 
praying to God, or listening to hear what 
he has to say to you in his Word! 

Explain simply that the only worship 
that is pleasing to God is worship from 
the heart. “God is a Spirit: and they 
that worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth.’ God says he hates 
“pretence” worship. Read verse 15. Im- 
press upon the children that it is ever so 
much better to say a short prayer, and 
really mean it, than to say a long one 
with one’s thoughts elsewhere. 

God tells us to “cease to do evil,” but 
we have to “learn to do well.” Where 
can we learn? Here in Sunday school, 
and by reading God’s Word at home, and 
obeying it! “Be ye doers of the word, and 
not hearers only” (Jas. 1:22), God warns 
us. 

What a lovely invitation he gives us in 
verse 18! Sin kas made our hearts unclean 
and dirty in every part, but there is One 
who can wash them clean, and it is he who 
invites us to “Come now.” He died on 
the cross to wash our hearts pure and 
white. Oh, how glad I am that I have 
been to him for cleansing. Will you say, 
like David, “I will be sorry for my sin” 
(Memory Verse, Psa. 38: 185), and come 
to him now? 

Finish the lesson with the solemn words 
in verse 20. 


Expression Work 


Get two oblong pieces of white card- 
board, about 12x18 in size, and color one 
red. On this one, print in black, “My 
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sins.” Show this to the children first. 
Then take the other piece of cardboard, 
which is left white, and place it over the 
red one, so as to completely cover it. If 
the teacher wishes, Isaiah 1:18 may be 
printed on this, 
York, Ena. 
ve 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for September 16) 


1. God addressed the rulers as “rulers of 
Sodom,” and the people as “ye people of 
Gomorrah.” What darker depths could be 
pictured ! 


2. Verses 16 and 17 command repentance 
on the part of the people, but verse 18 reveals 
the only way to true repentance, “Come now, 
and let us reason together.” God must give 
the very cleansing he commands, which it is 
ours to accept if we “be willing and obedi- 
ent” (v. 19). 


3. “Come now, and let us reason together” 
Cis, £3.26). 


4. “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock” 
ev. 3: 20). 


5. They continued to bring sacrifices to the 
Lord, claimed God was with them, and thought 
they gained merit by the multitude of offer- 
ings. 


6. Isaiah preached salvation by grace 
through faith. True faith would be expressed 
by repentance and putting away sin ; God would 
forgive, and then the life would give evidence 
of true faith by doing these good things. This 
is the same as the New Testament message. 

7. Sin and judgment of Israel, repentance 
and restoration of Israel. 


8. No. Isaiah was pleading for worship 
which all true believers in God were to render 
in the Old Testament. Old Testament be- 
lievers were in the twilight, the New in the 
sunlight, after Christ came. But in each 
case, the heart was to be right with God. 


9. When the heart was wrong and the life 
was evil, the offerings of the worshipers be- 
came an abomination. Also God had no 
pleasure in the physical sacrifices themselves, 
for they were shadows of the true. He was 
pleased with faithful hearts who brought the 
offerings as an expression of repentance and 
thanksgiving. 


10. Singing, praying, church attendance, 
baptism, the Lord’s Supper, when these things 
are done as an outward form, or when the 
heart and life of the worshiper are not right. 


How Impy Got His Breakfast 
and Supper 
(Continued from page 552) 


solemnly, they and their father and mother 
promised never to feed Impy. Cook agreed 
to feed him only once a day at noon. 

“Now remember,” cautioned Uncle Jim 
when he went away and left Impy, “if this 
dog is fed more than once a day he will 
get fat, lose his beauty, and all his value, 
and he will die young!” 

Impy liked his new home and was pleased 
with his kennel in the garden. It was a 
lovely garden, and was separated from the 
neighbors’ gardens by thick, tangled hedges. 
All of the lots on the steep street were 
divided by hedges, and far below was San 
Francisco Bay, with ships coming in and 
sailing away toward the sunset. 

For a time Impy was a slim, active play- 
mate, and so full of life and fun that he 
kept Beth and Nan running with him 
and laughing. Then, slowly he changed. 
Instead of begging the liftle sisters to 
romp with him, he preferred to sit still 
and think. At last one autumn day when 
Impy had lived about six months on the 
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Lesson for September 16 


up-and-down street, the children’s father 
said: 

“This dog is getting fat. He doesn’t 
want to move, and he does nothing but 
sit in front of the fire. Some one is feed- 
ing him between meals!” 

Father sent for the little sisters, and 
sternly he asked, “Have you been feeding 
Impy ?” 

“No, sir!” answered those honest little 
sisters in chorus. 

Father sent for the cook. Said he, 
“Have you been feeding the dog more 
than once a day?” She had not! 

Then father weighed the dog, and the 
cook promised to give him less to eat for 
dinner every day. Yet the next week the 
dog weighed more than ever, and every 
week after that he weighed more and more. 

All that Impy now cared to do was to 
sit by the fire and think. It was plain 
that some one was giving him too much 
to eat, but the little black dog kept his 
secret for a long time. 

One day an old friend invited mother to 
a luncheon, and there she met two neigh- 
bors who lived on the up-and-down street. 
One lived at the top of the hill. Said 
she to mother: 

“Oh, I am delighted to meet _you, be- 
cause our children love your dog. He 
comes to our house to breakfast. Our chil- 
dren bought him a tin plate, and he brings 
the tin plate in his mouth every morning 
to be fed. They pile his plate with every 
kind of dainty, and how they love him!” 

Mother was speechless. Not long after 
that she was introduced to the bottom-of- 
the-hill neighbor, who straightway said: 

“Oh, we are well acquainted with your 
dog! He arrives exactly on time to dine 
with us every night. His manners are 
perfect. We invite him into the dining 
room, and he sits in a corner and waits 
to be served. We give him the daintiest 
food, and when dinner is over he walks 
to the door and asks to have it opened so 
he can go home. We are all crazy about 
your wonderful dog!” 

The next morning, after mother told her 
story, father rose earlier than ‘usual and 
seated himself at a window overlooking 
the garden. In time, Impy left his kennel, 
and sneaked slowly toward the hedge. 
Then, after looking all around, suddenly 
he vanished. The next second father saw 
Impy going as fast as such a fat dog could 
travel, up the street. 

Dinner was served a little later than 
usual that night at Impy’s home; for 
Impy’s family, cook and all, with their 
heads together, were at a window over- 
looking the garden. They saw Impy sneak 
down to the hedge, vanish, and appear again 
in their neighbor’s garden, and then go 
trotting down the hill for his second din- 
ner that day. Probably that was the last 
time Impy ever ate in a dining room! 

In the morning he found himself locked 
in his kennel, and when at last he was 
free he cried. Some one had filled up 
the tunnel he had made under the hedge. 
Impy sniffed strange footsteps all around 
the borders of the garden, where workmen 
had tramped about as they had put up a 
low wire fence that a fat dog could not 
dig under or jump over. 

Thus Impy’s life was saved. He lived 
to a good old age, fed only once a day 
in the kitchen by the cook; but Impy never 
won another prize at a dog show, for ever 
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after he was a fat, black spaniel, “Worth 
nothing to anybody in dollars and cents. 

However, Beth and Nan civ rely 
than ever; and because they Uovéed ‘him, 
they said “No!” when sometimes*he beg- 
ged for just one bit of a cookie! And 
sometimes when he gazed at them with 
mischief in his eye, they thought that he 
was remembering happier days. 


Mackinaw City, Micu. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 23. Basic Virtues: Good Will. Gen. 
13 : 8, 9. 
Sunday, September 16 


Basic Virtues: Courtesy 
(Luke 7 : 44-46) 





Mon.—Courtesy to women (Exod. 2 : 16-20). 
Tues.—Courtesy to children (Matt. 19 : 13- 


15). 
Wed.—Mary’s courtesy (John 12: 1-3). 
Thurs.—Pagan courtesy (Acts 28:1, 2). 
Fri.—Christlike courtesy (Phil. 2 : 1-5). 
Sat.—Perfect courtesy (John 13: 1-5). 











How are good manners and courtesy related? 
How does courtesy make for success? 


How does discourtesy show a harsh, selfish 
nature? 


“7TXREATING a customer like a rich 
uncle, so that you may extract his 
coin, is not courtesy —that’s foresight. 
“Offering a seat to a man who enters 
your office is not courtesy — that’s duty. 
“Listening to the grumblings, growl- 
ings, and groanings of a bore without re- 
monstrance is not courtesy —that’s for- 
bearance. 


“Helping a pretty girl across the street, 
holding her umbrella, carrying her poodle 
—none of these is courtesy. The first two 
are a pleasure, and the last is politeness. 

“Courtesy is doing that which nothing 
under the sun makes you do but human 
kindness. Courtesy springs from the heart; 
if the mind prompts the action there is a 
reason; if there be a reason, it is not 
courtesy; for courtesy has no_ reason. 
Courtesy is good will and good will is 
prompted by the heart full of love to be 
kind.”—Drew’s Imprint. 


ye 
Like courage, courtesy is a heart qual- 
ity. Good manners may be learned. True 
courtesy is instinctive and spontaneous, 
and is born not from a sense of propriety, 
but from a heart kindliness and love. 
Hence, true courtesy is God-given. It 
is the outward expression of one of the 
gifts of the Spirit,—love (Gal. 5:22). 
Would you be more courteous? Then 
you must be more loving,—first of all 
toward God, and then toward others, and 
he alone can produce such a love in your 
heart. 
ve 
Contrariwise, discourtesy is the product 
of unlove and selfishness. Discourtesy is 
the disregard of the feelings and the rights 
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TO EXAMINE-A FULL 
LINE OF 


“ LIGHT 
& LIFE” 
Sunday School 


Literature 


(International Series) 





‘TEV Cot You Noting 


Adapted to serve every age 
and grade in the Sunday 
School. 














Interesting - Inspirational § 
Orthodox 


For complete list of samples fill in your name 
and address below: 





TRUS 5 i6s Swe SeiessaeeCsees ever rT 
Address ......... VVinaeies eee 


LIGHT AND LIFE PRESS 
1132 Washington Blvd. CHICAGO, ILL. 

















SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


Following the Improved 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


QUARTERLIES and PAPERS 
Samples on Application. 


ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 


NOTICE —The “Bible ositor 
and Illuminator,” an Advanced Quar- 
terly of 192 pages, in monthly parts but 
still a untele, gale 30 cents a quarter, 
$1.00 a year, payment with order. 


Sample lesson on application. 























WANTED OPPORTUNITY 
FOR SERVICE 


Christian Teacher or Worker. College degrees of 
A.B. and M.R.E. Experienced in mission and hos- 
pital team work, teaching in vacation Bible schools— 
also French and Spanish. Evangelical, adaptable, 
musical, good speaker. Opportunity for service rather 
than high salary expected. Highest references. Box 
No. 1313, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Scholarships Needed 


Become a partner with Beaver College in educat- 
ing young women. Your gift toward a scholarship 
will aid the cGaughter of a missionary or minister. 
Every graduate is prepared to make a living as 
well as a life. Help them in their struggle for an 
education. Send for free booklet. Beaver College, 
near Philadelphia, is under Pennsylvania Synod 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
A.B., B.S., Mus.B., B.F.A. de- 
grees. Also Teacher-Training 
courses. Students from 23 states 
and 6 foreign countries. 

W. B. GREENWAY, D.D., LL.D. 


resident. 








BEAVER COLLEGE 

Box W, Jenkintown, Pa. 

(0 Please send me booklet, ‘‘Beaver Makes f =: 
Your Dollars Immortal.”’ or 
Please send Beaver College catalog. 

Enclosed are names of young women ready 

for college September, 1934, 


Name. 


Addr ess- 
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of others, and the assertion of our own 
desires in spite of what others may wish. 


One may do things within the generally . 


accepted code of good manners, or of 
common custom, and yet be none the less 
discourteous. Basically, good manners are 
built upon courtesy. However, public ap- 
proval, when faulty, sometimes alters this 
close relationship. 

Smoking in certain public places may 
not be prohibited. There may be a num- 
ber of others who are smoking. Yet to 
do so, in the presence of some who may 
be annoyed or inconvenienced, is an act 
of discourtesy. 

One may have paid just as much for a 
seat at a concert as another. Yet to push 
past that other, or to jostle him in an 
effort to secure the better choice, although 
commonly practiced, becomes an act of 
discourtesy and selfishness. 


pe 

Although true courtesy is oblivious of 
receiving anything in return, nevertheless, 
it has its reward. It is a hard heart 
indeed that will not warm and _ respond 
to an expression of good will and love. 
Therefore courtesy does make for suc- 
cess, because it engenders a kindly feeling 
in the hearts of others. 

That success may not always come in 
some of the spectacular manners depicted 
by Horatio Alger. But it will come in 
the quiet regard and respect that others 
have for us, and its coming is more cer- 
tain, because we are acting in obedience 
to our heavenly Father’s command that 
we should love our neighbors as ourselves. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


A Good Way to Celebrate 
a Church Anniversary 


N CONNECTION with the Jubilee pro- 
gram this year, which commemorates 
the fiftieth anniversary of the organiza- 
tion of the Glendale Presbyterian Church, 
Glendale, Cal., of which Walter E. Ed- 
monds, D.D., is pastor, the young people 
are contributing as their part in the pro- 
gram the distribution of 10,000 copies of 
the Gospel of John. The city has been 
thoroughly districted, and the young peo- 
plz go out in teams putting Gospels in 
the doors. Each Gospel contains a slip 
announcing the various meetings of the 
church, Perhaps young people in other 
cities may be encouraged to do something 
like this in connection with an evangelistic 
program. The pastor and the church hope 
that great good may come to the homes 
where the Scriptures are distributed. 
The Gospels have been furnished by the 
American Bible Society in New York. 


My Rally Day Programs 


are devotional, inexpensive, easy. 
Returnable examination copies on request. 


GRANT TULLAR, Box 246 M, Orange, N. J. 


ONY 7 BROO 


A fully accredited, well-equipped 
Preparatory school for boys, d7stznc- 
tive in its pervasive Christian at- 
mosphere. Boys from twelve states 
and eight foreign countries. Junior school | 

















in separate building. Modern equipment on 
35-acre campus. All athletics and school 
activities. oderate rates. 

Address Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 
Box 8, Stony Brook, Long Island, N.¥. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 10 to 16 
Mon.—Isaiah 1 : 10-20. 
Isaiah Contrasts False and True Worship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Imitative worship 
has always been the bane of the sons of 
men, It makes more of the shadow than 
the substance. It reflects the shallowness 
and carnality of man. True worship is 
taken up with God himself. The true 
worshiper knows God, loves God, and bows 
down in adoring contemplation. He wor- 
ships Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Wor- 
ship Christ. “He is thy Lord; and wor- 
ship thou him.” Pray for undefeated quiet 
times with God. 


Tues.—Exodus 19 : 7-13. 
Preparation for Worship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Observe how 
Moses prepared for the presence of God, 
and the presence of God prepared Moses 
to bring forth the people to meet with 
God (v. 17). Approach God reverently. 
The room of the Throne of Grace must 
not be entered as thoughtlessly as Peter 
invaded the empty tomb. Humility, sin- 
cerity, and a hushed spirit are the best for 
worship. “My soul, wait thou only upon 
God; for my expectation is from him.” 
Pray against the draining as well as the 
driving assaults of Satan. 


Wed.—Ecclesiastes 5: 1-7. 
Reverence in Worship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Only the forgiven 
are truly reverent. “There is forgiveness 
with thee, that thou mayest be feared.” 
Sin appears most sinful in the presence 
of God. In reverent worship the soul is 
reformed, refined and regulated. Irrever- 
ence grows alarmingly. The difference be- 
tween the holy and the profane is not as 
clearly painted as it was in other days. Do 
not move around and talk too much in 
the house of God. Keep thy foot, and thy 
tongue. Pray for all Gospel ministers. 
Satan bears them a double grudge. 


Thurs.—Psalm 100 : 1-4. 
Thanksgiving and Worship. 
Prayer SucGcestions: Thanksgiving is 
the incense of worship. The one is to 
accompany the other in worship. “Enter 
into his gates with thanksgiving.” This 
sense of gratitude for God’s blessings ele- 
vates adoration. “What shall I render unto 
the Lord for all his benefits toward me? 
I will take the cup of salvation, and call 
upon the name of the Lord” (Psa. 116: 
12, 13). Pray to be alway reverent and 
thankful, 


Fri.—Psalm 84 : 1-12. 
The Blessedness of Worship. 
Prayer Succestions: “Aimiable” means 
“beloved.” Often those most denied the 
privilege of gublic worship appreciate it 
the most. To David worship was a serv- 
ice of holy joy. “lL was glad when they 
said unto me, Let us go into the house of 
the Lord” (Psa. 122:1).: “Serve the Lord 
with gladness.” Do you serve and worship 
God with joy? “Him serve with mirth, 
his praise forth tell; come ye before him 
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and rejoice.” Pray to appreciate more 
fully your salvation. Christ has spared 
you from unutterable woes and torments 
from miserable, merciless, wicked spirits, 
and more. 


Sat.—Revelation 5: 8-14. Worship in Heaven. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: In the Spirit we 
share the worship of Heaven. We join 
with angels and the redeemed, saying, 
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and bless- 
ing.” The giving of equal honor to the 
Father and to the Son is the distinctive 
feature of Christianity. “All men should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father. He that honoureth not the Son 
honoureth not the Father” (John 5:23). 
Pray that many may benefit spiritually 
through your example, counsel, and care. 
Sun.—John 4: 20-24. Spiritual Worship. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: God is a Spirit. 
Our worship must be in spirit and truth. 
Spiritual worship always has its practical 
side. One who truly worships God in spirit 
will do so with his substance. Worship 
tends toward artificiality unless one lives 
much in the Word. The cunning of men’s 
hands hinders spiritual worship. ‘“Wor- 
ship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh” 
(Phil. 3:3). God is not “worshipped with 
men’s hands, as though he needed any 
thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and 
breath, and all things” (Acts 17:25). 
Pray that God will balance your views of 
yourself with views of himself. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
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